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Mr. Huie, how much time did you spend in Philadelphia, 
Mississippi, and what conclusions have you reached? 

Well, I went there for the New York Herald Tribune Syndicate 
about three days after the bodies were missing and then I went 
back over there about July 20th and I had some part in finding the 
bodies or what we call buying the bodies. As you know, the 
bodies--the location of the bodies--was bought from one of the 
men involved in the conspiracy, and that was done on August 4th. 

I did a magazine piece, then I did more newspaper pieces and then 
the'kerald Tribune "asked me to write a book called "Three Lives 
for Mississippi" in which I tell the whole story of both the victims 
and the murderers, and I T m. now involved in Mississippi with the 
murderers. I know who they are. I am dealing with them for 
complete information as to what happened which I hope to have in 
the book. 

Sir, you say you're dealing with the murderers. Are you dealing 
with them as murderers? 

Yes, in Philadelphia now you have this strange situation which has 
to do with the words "information" and "reliable information" and 
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know what happened and it’s another thing to have legal evidence that 

it happened. In other words, now these murderers know that they 

/ 

will never be indicted and never be tried. 

A 

How do they know that? 

Well, they know that because they have a right to be tried in — 
you see murder is not a Federal offense, so for them to be tried 
they would first have to be indicted by a Neshoba County Jury. 

They would have to be tried and convicted by a Neshoba County Jury. 
These men know that that community is never going to convict 
them because that community generally blames the victims of that 
murder more than they blame the murderers. 

Is this an attitude- -that outsiders came in and got what they 
deserved? 

Yes, that's right. If you ask a citizen of that county now why this 
murder happened, they'll say, "Well, three agitators came in here 
three communists--atheists--Jewish, Negro-loving agitators came in 
here. We didn't invite them. They ought to of stayed in New York. 
They came in here looking for trouble and they found it. " There are 
about three or four discernible attitudes among the people. First, 
they're the people — the people who are capable of actual murder- - 
a very small group. Above that, is the group that's sort of gls.d 



- 2 - 




ANNOUNCER: 
MR. HUIE: 



ANNOUNCER: 



MR. HUIE: 



that these tough boys went out and committed the 
murder. 

Did their work for them? 

That's right. Then there is a church group of so-*called decent 
people group who really don’t like the murderers and who don't 
like murder. But they don't feel that they ought to do anything 
about.it --that they would be taking certain risks. And so 
there'^s this general feeling of approval of the murder. And the 
group that otherwise would move against the murderers is just too 
small and they feel intimidated by the others. 

I'd like to get back to Neshoba County for a moment. What is 
its record on murders, indictments and conviction^ other than 
civil rights? 

Well, Neshoba County and Mississippi itself has a much lower 
crime rate than 'New York City, for instance. This they constantly 
point out to you that according to the FBI report, Mississippi has 
the lowest crime rate in the Nation. Once again it comes back to 
people of Neshoba County are good people--on every issue except 
the race issue. And there you have--this does not respond to 
reason. If you go there and challenge their old way of life and 
particularly if you go there and try to help a Negro to qualify 
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to vote, then you are inviting the lightning and if you get hurt, 
or your house gets bombed, or car gets destroyed, or you get 

killed, you simply will not get much aid from even the Mississippi 

x 

police. 

To return again to these people you describe as murderers of the three 
civil rights people. How are you negotiating with them without 
prejudicing your work or your book? Are you planning to name 
them? 

No, this is the one thing we can’t do, and this has. to do with our 
laws. You see, if a man has never been arrested for murder, 
or charged with murder, or tried for murder, if I then depict 
him as a murderer in a drama, I have libeled him. I have no 
defense. Moreover, I would have to defend myself in either 
Alabama or Mississippi before a hostile jury. And if you want 
me to tell, you who each and every one of these men are, we can 
shut off the microphones and I’ll tell you exactly who they are. 

But over the air or on the printed page our laws in the country 
simply prevent it happening. It is a very ironic situation. It's 
so much that’s ironic about. it. You’ve certainly spotted the fact— 

I just told you that the people of the United States, through the a BI, 
have already paid these murderers $25, 000. I probably will pay 
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them another $10, 000 for information during the next month. 

So not only will we not have brought these people to trial but 
we will have paid them $35, 000, so this must be one of the 
massive ironies of our time. 

Would it possibly be you hope that the book might propel 
some of the moderates in the South? 

Yes. That, of course, is the justification to doing these things. 

I felt so strongly after the bodies had been missing for a month— 

I felt so strongly that we had to pay for them at that moment 
because we had to have evidence of a murder for just the reason 
you've suggested. If we were going to use this case- -this unique 
case—for deterrents, for changing things, we had to have evidence 
of the murder. I don't know. You can raise questions about the 
morality of giving murderers $25, 000. It is a valid question. 

But I was for doing it. And things are changing if you can afford 
the luxury of the long view of waiting five years for things to change. 
There is a hopeful story in Alabama and a hopeful story in Mississippi. 
But today it's given over— it's completely in the hands of the hate 
groups — both states— and it is in an effort to change that and to use 
this horrible crime that I'm proceeding in the way that I am and 
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and that the Justice Department and the FBI has proceeded in the 
way it has proceeded. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Huie. We've been talkjpg with 
William Bradford Huie and I'm sure you found it as fascinating 
as I did. Bill Ryan--now back to "Monitor" in Radio Central. 




